Rabbi Yaakov Klemes
Rabbi Yaakov Klemes was born in Zasliai, Lithuania in the Vilna region, on Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av 5640
, to David
 (son of Rabbi Shmuel Yitzchak, son of Shlomo of Zasliai) and Feige, daughter of Moshe Ben-Zion Sternfeld, ha’Kohen.

He learned in the Vilna and Kovno yeshivot, received rabbinical ordination from the brilliant rabbis, Rabbi Leib Rubin (the rabbi of Vilkomir) and the “Baal Aruch Hashulchan”, the Rabbi of Novogrosek.

In the year 5659 he was married to Chassa, daughter of the rabbi from Zatyle, Poland, Rabbi Zalman Yoel Kaplinsky (who died in Jerusalem on 08 Iyar, 5700).
  His second marriage in 5701 was to Esther, daughter of Gedalyahu David Zeidan from Lemburg.

In the Diaspora he served as a rabbi in Pushalat
 (Kovno region), Salok (Kovno region).  In 1915 he was evacuated to Russia.
  In Russia he held the position of rabbi  in Bogorodsk in the late 1910s (today Noginsk, a city in Moscow Oblast, Russia) and finally as the Chief Rabbi in Moscow from 1923-1930 where he also owned a brewery and was a Jewish Community Board member.  He also had contacts with the Lubavich underground.  In Kislev 5794
 he immigrated to Israel.

He was on the board of the Committee for Refugee Rabbis in the Diaspora from Russia, and was elected to the Chief Rabbinical Council.

In 5691 he bought, together with friends from the Committee of Rabbis from Russia, a lot of twenty-five dunam near the Talpiot neighborhood in Jerusalem, in order to build a new neighborhood.  He established the rabbinical neighborhood in Romema, Shkhunat Garabanim.
His children: Chana, wife of Rabbi and Engineer Naftali Herz Vigdorovitz (Moscow), David Moshe, (owner of an ice factory in Tel Aviv), Naftali Herz (Moscow), Rivka, wife of Shalom Rotner (Haifa) and Dina, wife of Natan Klatzkin (Haifa).

Sources: 
Tidhar, David, Encyclopedia of the Pioneers of the Yishuv and its Builders: 1950, Vol. 4, p.1908.
Rossiyskaya Evreiskaya Entsiclopediya. Moscow, 1995. (In Russian.),. specific entry translation by Vitaly Charny
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�  July 9, 1880.  He died on Jan. 13, 1953 and is buried in Jerusalem in Sanhedria Cemetery.


�  Full name: David Moshe


�  Rabbi Yekhiel Mikhel Epstein, father-in-law of the Netziv (second marriage).  (The Netziv was Rabbi Tzvi Yehudah Berlin, the Rosh Yeshiva of the Volozhin Yeshiva.)


�  1940


�  1941.  As Rabbi Klemes was already living in Israel, the marriage may have taken place in Israel.


�  Current name Pusalotas.  He was rabbi in Pusalotas from approximately 1903-1909 and two of his children were born there.


�  Current name Salakas.


�  1933


�  In the British Mandate from 1936-1945.


�  Twins sons were born in Pusalotas, there may have been another daughter, Sarah, by his second wife.





